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It is necessary to dwell on this retreat even
though Bliicher is not immediately concerned,
for the reason that one of its incidents forms a
turning point in the campaign. Blucher's victory
on the Katzbach, too, was not without its influence
on Schwarzenberg's operations, for the news of
it was one of the considerations that prevented
Napoleon from heading in person the pursuit of the
allies, or rather that made him turn back after he
had already reached Pirna. It is probable also
that he underrated the damage already done to his
enemies, for he considered that Vandamme, who
already blocked the way by which the division
led by Ostermann was to pass, had ample forces
at his command for the attainment of the object in
view. Ostermann himself, in the night of August
28th, sent word to Teplitz where he presumed that
the monarchs would have their headquarters:
" I see myself obliged to yield the field to General
Vandamme and retire behind the Eger."

It is a pleasure for once to have to chronicle
a salutary interference on the part of Frederick
William. He and the Emperor of Austria had
reached Teplitz, but not Alexander. Frederick
William sent and urged Ostermann at all costs to
hold his position because otherwise total dis-
ruption of the army was to be feared and, what
doubtless was a more effective argument with the
Russian commander, the personal safety of the
Tsar would be endangered. It was entirely
Frederick William's work, then, that a stand was